this Germany is to build millions of homes for its finan-
cially-crippled; is to pro vide them with dwellings, the rent
of which shall be commensurate with their incomes! This
is flatly impossible unless state and community, insurance
companies and banks cooperate by granting loans at
cheaper rates. It is absolutely out of the question unless the
apartment space is reduced to the permissible minimum,
It is impossible furthermore unless an attempt is made
to lower the costs of construction by standardizing the
plans and structu^jd^arts, as well as the equipment, and
by using new building methods and materials.
And in spite of all these attempts and efforts, Ger-
many has not' yet been afcle to build enough apart-
ments to supply even theinew families each year! As a
result, the yourig marrie'S,couples continue to live with
their relatives, thousands are crowded in with other
families or with strangers, making it all the more
difficult to wage a successful fight against tuberculosis;
and other diseases; fathers are driven to the beer-halls;
mothers seek in vain for a place for their children; and
young miscreants are arraigned before the courts to
answer for their misdeeds.
Only when one realizes the battle Germany is fighting
for the construction of apartments for the masses, only
when one knows how the country is faced by the necessity
of supplying accommodations for hundreds and even
thousands of families and individuals from one day to
the next, owing to fche natural floating of the population
and unexpected changes in economic and industrial con-
ditions, then, and then only, will one be able to estimate
the extent of the work involved and what has been
accomplished during recent years in spite of all these
drawbacks.
Only when one comprehends the urgency and the diffi-
culties of this gigantic work will one understand and ap-
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